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THE 39 MELACHOS [RIBIAT]|[154, 155, 159] .12

a-2) The Mitzvah of lighting candles (Hadlokas Neiros)

As mentioned earlier, there is a Mitzvah requirement upon every household
to light candles before Shabbos. This Mitzvah is known as "Hadlokas Neiros”
(in Yiddish "Licht Bentschin" or "Licht Tzindin"). Three reasons are cited by the
commentaries and Poskim® for this important Mitzvah:

1) Kovod Shabbes: (Honoring Shabbes by dignifying the Shabbos table
with candlelights)

2) Oneg Shabbes: (Enjoyment of Shabbos when the table and food is
illuminated)

3) Shalom Bayis: (Domeslit.; tranquility; i.e. members of the household
will not stumble in darkness and quarrel)

Although the candlelighting is a requirement that is incumbent upon the
household as a unit (i.e. all of its members are responsible),*'special preference
for this Mitzvah is deferred to the woman of the house,™

a-4) Electric lights

Some Poskim have ruled that electric (incandescent) lights are acceptable
for the Mitzvah of Hadlokas Neiros, and that one may even recite the Brocho on
them. The Igros Moshe, however, is quoted as saying that one should not recite
a Brocho on electric lights. ™

Nevertheless, if a woman (or man) is in a place where using candles or oil
lamps is impossible (¢.g. in the hospital), a small electric (incandescent) light
should be switched on before Shabbos (without a Brocho) where the light will
be needed or used ™’




2: When eating in one location and sleeping at another

Ideally, the correct place to light the Shabbos candles is at the Shabbos table,
orat [éa;thm@h this way, one is in compliance with all of the
requirements that are associated with Hadlokas Neiros; Koved Shabbos and
Oneg Shabbos, as well as Shalom Bayis . If this is not possible, the candles may
still be lit (with a Brocho) anywhere in the house where benefit will be derived
from their light (i.e. thereby in compliance at least with the requirement of
Shalom Bayis).™'

However, a question still remains regarding the status of a family that resides
in one place, but eats the Shabbos meal somewhere else. The question would
seem to hinge on which of the three principles takes precedence; Kovod and Oneg
Shabbos, (i.e. where one eats) or Shalom Bayis (i.e. where one sleeps)?” ' *Indeed,
this Halachic dilemma is very common with young couples who often stay (i.e.
sleep) in an apartment but eat the Shabbos-night meal with their parents or
another family. -

The leading Poskim have ruled that in these cases, it is best to light the |
candles in the apartment where one sleeps. This is because ordinarily, one would (
expect that the host family will have candles on the table already, Therefore, the |
apartment (which would otherwise not have any special lights for Shabbos), !
takes precedence.”™ o

However, one must make certain to derive benefit from the candles that were
lit in the apartment. Preferably, extra long candles that will remain burning until
they return home should be used. If this is not possible (or if they fear that they
may return too late in any case), then the woman should try to stay awhile after
lighting, until it becomes dark, and the candles offer some benefit in the darkness.
[Tthis too is impossible, the candles may be lit where the couple will be eating.”
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